Sunday, November 7, 2021
All Saints Sunday

INTRODUCTION FOR THE DAY
Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears.
Isaiah and Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s
gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his
power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but
we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief
to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come.
The altar flowers are given by the Altar Guild to the glory of God
and in loving memory of those members of Grace who have entered the Church Triumphant
this past year.

PRELUDE

For All the Saints
Aria, Biciniu

(ELW 422)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
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David Cherwien

Have mercy on us, O God.
We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. We have built walls
instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We have sought glory for ourselves and
have treasured that which does not satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you
send, and to treasure mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to
serve those in need. Amen.
God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake and remembers them no
more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the kingdom of God.
Amen.
OPENING SONG

For All The Saints
Verses 1, 5, 6, 7

ELW 422

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
5 The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
7 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

OPENING INVOCATION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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DIALOGUE FOR ALL SAINTS
Praise the Lord, all you saints! Praise God all you heavenly hosts!
Let us praise the name of the Lord: For God’s name only is exalted!
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: Isaiah, Jeremiah and all you Patriarchs and Prophets!
Miriam, Ruth and Naomi: Elizabeth, Mary and all you Holy Women!
Matthew, Mark and Luke: James and John and all you Evangelists and Apostles!
Stephen, Thomas, Peter and Paul: Philip, Bartholomew and all you Holy Martyrs!
Praise the Lord! O praise the name of the Lord!
We are the saints who are the living body of Christ, the Church.
Praise the Lord! O praise the name of the Lord!
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE DAY
THE INVITATION TO LIGHT CANDLES
For centuries people around the world have burned candles in remembrance of loved ones who
have died, as a way of healing the past and bringing hope for the future. You are welcome to
come forward now and light candles of remembrance...
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION

DEEP RIVER
Loni Bach - Cello

ARR B. AYERS

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE WORD
READING: Isaiah 25:6-9
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain
and will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And
there will be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself.
6On

this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of wellaged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over
all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has
spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might
save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
ANTHEM

There is a Happy Land
Chancel Choir

arr. R. Shulz-Widmar

GOSPEL: John 11:32-44
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death
and weeping will be no more.
The Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
32When

Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to
weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38Then

Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that
they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
The Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you, O Christ!
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Shall We Gather at the River
Verse 3 Choir Only

ELW 423

1 Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?
Refrain
Yes, we'll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.
2 On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship ever,
all the happy golden day. Refrain
3 Ere we reach the shining river,
lay we ev'ry burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver,
and provide a robe and crown. Refrain
4 Soon we'll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace. Refrain
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the
church, the world, and everyone in need.
Merciful God, we give thanks for all missionaries who have brought your message of hope to
new communities and wiped tears away especially John Christian Frederick Heyer,
Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg, Ludwig Nommensen whom we commemorate today. Continue to
raise up courageous missionaries to share your gospel of hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, we praise you for abundant harvests and the goodness of creation. Create
communities of care for your earth so that all land, water, and soil will be celebrated and
cherished by future generations of saints. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of peace, we give you thanks for nations of peace that serve as a refuge for all whose
homelands are afflicted with violence. Strengthen those who continue to work for peace and
support all veterans who carry the scars of war. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of healing, we give you thanks for health care workers who labor around the clock to
answer cries for help. Bring wholeness to all who struggle with post-traumatic stress disorder,
anxiety, depression, addiction, and all who long for healing in any way Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
God of justice, we praise you for the feeding ministries and for all meals that bring people
together for nourishment and fellowship. Bless chefs, bakers, servers, dishwashers, communion
assistants, and meal ministry coordinators. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of the ages, we give you thanks for the saints of this congregation who have inspired,
challenged, loved, and taught us. We remember today Ralph Boe, Nancy Bay, George
Dragonetti, and Tom Draves. Wipe away our tears and lead us by their example until we feast
together on your holy mountain. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us
always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
THE MEAL
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY HOLY HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: beyond the
stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness;
out of exile; into the future. We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. We thank you, O God.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery
of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people;
throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints.
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COMMUNION MUSIC

Rejoice in God’s Saints

(ELW 418) David Cherwien

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed Jesus,
at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send us forth to extend our tables
and to share your gifts until that day when all feast together at your heavenly banquet.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, ☩
one God, bless you now and forever. Amen.
CLOSING SONG

Rejoice in God’s Saints

ELW 418

1 Rejoice in God's saints today and all days! A world without saints forgets how to praise.
Their faith in acquiring the habit of prayer, their depth of adoring, Lord, help us to share.
2 Some march with events to turn them God's way;
some need to withdraw, the better to pray;
some carry the gospel through fire and through flood:
our world is their parish, their purpose is God.
3 Rejoice in those saints, unpraised and unknown,
who bear someone's cross, or shoulder their own:
they share our complaining, our comforts, our cares:
what patience in caring, what courage is theirs!
4 Rejoice in God's saints today and all days! A world without saints forgets how to praise.
In loving, in living, they prove it is true: their way of self-giving, Lord, leads us to you.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Fugue in d minor

J S Bach
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